NOV, 21. 2005 3:08PM 



NO. 7050 P. 6 



U.S. Application No: 10/697,793 
Attorney Docket No.: 5259-1 0700US03 
Prctimin iry Amendment dated November 21, 2005 

Page 2 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and li stings, of claims in 
the present application; 

Listing of Claims : 

1.-122. (Canceled) 

123. (New) A method of implanting a sj »inal stabilization system 

comprising: 

forming an incision at a desired site throug i skin of a patient; 

anchoring a bone fastener assembly to a ve tebral body at a target location; 

disposing a sleeve between the incision anc. the bone fastener assembly, 
the sleeve having a proximal end region and a distal end rogion with a passage defined 
therebetween, the sleeve defining a channel in communication with the passage along at 
least portion of a length of the sleeve, the distal end regioi . being disposed proximate the 
bone fastener assembly and the proximal end region being disposed proximate the 
incision; 

inserting an elongate member through the i icision and along the passage 
to a position adjacent the bone fastener assembly; and 

securing the elongate member to the bone i astener assembly. 

1 24. (New) The method of claim 1 23, vi herein anchoring the bone 
fastener assembly includes advancing the bone fastener as sembly through the incision to 
the target location. 
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125. (New) The method of claim 124, w herein the sleeve is detachably 
coupled to the bone fastener assembly prior to advancing 1 he bone fastener assembly 
through the incision. 

126. (New) The method of claim 123, v herein the elongate member is 
inserted substantially longitudinally through the incision. 

127. (New) The method of claim 1 26, w herein the elongate member is 
angled in a first orientation relative to the skin prior to ins irting through the incision and 
rotated to a second orientation subcutaneously. 

128. (New) The method of claim 123, w herein during inserting* at least 
a portion of the elongate member extends outwardly from the sleeve through the channel. 

129. (New) The method of claim 123, wherein the bone fastener 
assembly has a slot defined therein to receive the elongate member, and further wherein 
the channel of the sleeve is defined at least in the distal en i region of the sleeve; the 
channel being aligned with the slot while the elongate mei nber is inserted to the position 
adjacent the bone fastener assembly. 

130. (New) The method of claim 1 29, v herein the bone fastener 
assembly includes a collar comprising a body and at least wo arms extending therefrom, 
the slot being defined between the arms. 

131. (New) The method of claim 123, wherein the elongate member is 
secured to the bone fastener assembly by engaging at least one closure member to the 
bone fastener assembly. 
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132. (New) The method of claim 131, therein the at least one closure 
member is delivered along the passage of the sleeve to the bone fastener assembly. 

133. (New) The method of claim 123, * herein the channel is defined 
along a majority of the length of the sleeve; 

134. (New) The method of claim 123, therein the sleeve includes a 
sleeve wall, the sleeve wall defining at least a portion of the channel. 

135. (New) The method of claim 123, * herein inserting comprises 
grasping the elongate member with a positioning tooL 

136. (New) The method of claim 123, firther comprising: 
anchoring a second bone fastener assembly to a second target location; 
positioning the elongate member with a fift.t end portion of the elongate 

member adjacent the first bone fastener assembly and a se :ond end portion of the 
elongate member adjacent the second bone fastener assem bly; and further wherein 
securing the elongate member includes securing the first e ad portion of the elongate 
member to the first bone fastener assembly and the seconc end portion of the elongate 
member to the second bone fastener assembly. 

137. (New) The method of claim 1 36, fx xther comprising: 
forming a dilated tissue plane between the irst target location and the 

second target location. 

138. (New) The method of claim 137, therein forming the dilated 
tissue plane includes moving a tissue wedge from the first sleeve toward the second target 
location. 
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139. (New) The method of claim 1 36, fi rther comprising: 
detachably coupling a second sleeve to the second bone fastener assembly, 

the second sleeve having a proximal end region and a dist il end region with a passage 
defined therebetween, the second sleeve defining a charmc 1 in communication with the 
passage along at least a length of the second sleeve* 

140. (New) The method of claim 139, w herein the channel of the 
second sleeve is aligned facing the channel of the first slec ve; and further wherein during 
positioning of the elongate member, the second end portic q of the elongate member is 
received within the channel of the second sleeve. 

141. (New) The method of claim 139, fi Tther comprising coupling the 
proximal end region of the second sleeve to the proximal end region of the first sleeve. 

142. (New) The method of claim 139, fi rther comprising disposing the 
second sleeve between the incision and the second bone fi stener assembly with the distal 
end region of the second sleeve being disposed proximate the second bone fastens 
assembly and the proximal end region of the second sleev 5 being disposed proximate the 
incision. 

1 43 . (New) The method of claim 142, ^ herein at least one of the 
channel of the first sleeve and the channel of the second si eeve extends substantially the 
entire length thereof, and further wherein, during inserting of the elongate member, the 
first end portion of the elongate member is received in the channel of the first sleeve and 
the second end portion of the elongate member is received in the channel of the second 
sleeve. 

144. (New) The method of claim 139, fiirther comprising estimating the 
distance between the first sleeve and the second sleeve. 
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145. (New) The method of claim 144, fi rther comprising selecting a 
length of the elongate member corresponding to the estimated distance* 

146. (New) The method of claim 136, fl rther comprising: 
anchoring a third bone fastener assembly tc a third target location between 

the first target location and the second target location; and further wherein positioning the 
elongate member includes positioning an intermediate portion of the elongate member 
adjacent the third bone fastener assembly, and securing tb> elongate member includes 
securing the intermediate portion of the elongate member :o the third bone fastener 
assembly. 

147. (New) The method of claim 146, fi irther comprising: 
detachably coupling an intermediate sleeve to the third bone fastener 

assembly, the intermediate sleeve having a proximal end i sgion and a distal end region 
with a passage defined therebetween, the intermediate sleeve defining opposing channels 
in communication with the passage along at least a length of the intermediate sleeve; and 
further wherein during positioning of the elongate membe the elongate member extends 
through the opposing channels of the intermediate sleeve. 

148. (New) The method of claim 123, fiirther comprising sequentially 
dilating a working space between the incision and the targ 5t location prior to anchoring 
the bone fastener assembly. 

149. (New) A method of implanting a sj >inal stabilization system 

comprising; 

forming an incision at a desired site throug 1 skin of a patient; 
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anchoring a first bone fastener assembly to a first vertebral body at a first 
target location, and anchoring a second bone fastener asse nbly to a second target 
location; 

disposing a first sleeve between the incisioi l and the first bone fastener 
assembly, the first sleeve having a proximal end region an i a distal end region with a 
passage defined therebetween, the first sleeve defining a c lannel in communication with 
the passage along at least portion of a length of the first sleeve, the distal end region being 
disposed proximate the first bone fastener assembly and tt e proximal end region being 
disposed proximate the incision; 

inserting an elongate member through the i icision and along the passage 
to a position adjacent the first bone fastener assembly and the second bone fastener 
assembly; and 

securing a first end portion of the elongate nember to the first bone 
fastener assembly and a second end portion of the elongatu member to the second bone 
fastener assembly. 

150. (New) The method of claim 149, firther comprising disposing a 
second sleeve between the incision and the second bone fi stener assembly, the second 
sleeve having a proximal end region and a distal end regie ri with a passage defined 
therebetween, the second sleeve defining a channel in con munication with the passage 
along at least portion of a length of the second sleeve, the iistal end region being 
disposed proximate the second bone fastener assembly an< L the proximal end region being 
disposed proximate the incision; 

wherein inserting the elongate member is by guiding the first end portion 
of the elongate member along the channel of the first slee^ e and guiding the second end 
portion of the elongate member along the channel of the second sleeve. 
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